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Adapted from Concern Worldwide Student Resource Guide on Displacement: Focus on the DRC

SUBJECT: Social Studies — Global Studies
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12 (some lessons are appropriate and easy to adapt for grades 6-8)

MATERIALS: Projector, poster board, markers, chart paper, copies of student handouts, computer
access for student research, GCC Displacement: Focus on the Democratic Republic of the

Congo Guide, GCC Displacement Video

GOAL: Students will understand and be able to analyze displacement and how it impacts people
around the world.
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LEARNING STANDARDS:

Lesson
Common Core Read ing Standards for Literacy in
History/Social Studies 1 2 3

Standard 2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or
secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the 0 0
relationships among the key details and ideas.
Standard 3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and 5 5
determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence.
Standard 7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information
presented in diverse formats and media in order to address a question 0 0
or solve a problem.
Standard 9. Integrate information from diverse sources into a 5 5 5
coherent understanding of an idea or event.

Nati onal Council for Social S 1 5 3

Standards

Understand that global connections are rapidly accelerating across
cultures and nations and can have both positive and negative effects 0 0 0
on nations and individuals.
Understand the solutions to global issues may involve individual
decisions and actions, but require national and international o] o] o]
approaches.
Understand that individuals, organizations, nations, and international
entities can work to increase positive effects of global connections, 0 0 0
and address the negative impacts of global issues.
Analyze the causes and consequences of persistent, contemporary, 5 5 5
and emerging global issues, and evaluate possible solutions.
Describe and evaluate the role of international and multinational 5 5
organizations in the global arena.
Identify concerns, issues, conflicts, and possible resolutions related to 5 5 5
issues involving universal human rights.
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external criteria

Level Bl oom6és Defi| Ll L2 L3
Knowledge Rememper previously learned 5 5
information
. Demonstrate an understanding o o o
Comprehension 0 o] 0
of the facts
S Use learned material in new and o o
Application L o] 0
concrete situations
Break down objects or ideas
Analysis mt.o simpler parts and find 5 5
evidence to support
generalizations
Compile component ideas into a
Synthesis new whole or propose 0 0
alternative solutions
Make and defend judgments
Evaluation based on internal evidence or 0 0 0
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Lesson 1 : Displacement Around the World

Objective(s):
A Students will be able to list the primary causes and consequences of displacement.
A Students will be able to describe how displacement affects refugees and internally displaced people (IDPs).
A Students will be able to identify solutions to displacement and come up with their own recommendations.

Vocabulary: Refugee, Internally Displaced People (IDPs)

Materials needed: GCC Displacement Video, Student Activity #1, computer and projector

Time: 50 minutes

Introduction: (7 minutes)

1. Brainstorm ideas with your class about what they think displacement means. Once you come up with a
working definition (example: being forced to leave one’s home), explain to students that displacement is
caused by both man-made and natural factors. Think-Pair-Share: Have students come up with lists of one to
two possible causes of displacement—man-made and/or natural. Then, ask them to share their responses with
a neighbor. Once they have shared with one another, ask a couple of volunteers to share their (or their
partner's) answers and write them on the board under either “Man-Made Causes” or “Natural Causes’.

2. Introduce the lesson by telling students that they are going to watch a short video on displacement with a
focus on Darfur (in Sudan) and Chad.

Lesson: (35 minutes)
3. Distribute the displacement video guide <see Student Activity #1> to the class. Use the pre-viewing
questions as an individual brainstorming activity or class discussion before starting the video. Ask students to
take notes and answer the video questions as they are watching.

PRE-VIEWI NG QUESTIONS: (For class discussion or individual brainstorming)
I Imagine if you were forced to leave your home with nothing more than what you
can carry. What would you take? How would you ensure your basic needs are
met?

4. After the video, students are instructed to come up with five recommendations for solving the issue of
displacement. Allow students to share ideas in small groups of four to five people. After they've discussed their
individual ideas with each other, tell them to select the three best ideas as a group and share them with the
entire class.

Exit ticket/Homework: (8 minutes)
Have students select one recommendation they heard at the end of class (it can be theirs or another student's) and
have them write a brief explanation as to why they think this is a good (or bad) idea for solving the displacement issue.

4
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Lesson 2 : Natural vs. Man -Made: Causes of Displacement

Objective(s):
A Students will be able to identify challenges to displacement caused by man-made and natural disasters.
A Students will be able to compare and contrast how different elements of displacement affect populations
differently.

Vocabulary: Displacement camp

Materials needed:  Student Activity #2, Student Activity #3, Student Activity #4, chart paper (or poster paper),
markers, sticky notes

Time: 50 minutes

Intr oduction: (7 minutes)

1. Ask students to imagine that they were recently displaced from their homes and are having to move into a
displacement camp. You may need to discuss briefly what a displacement camp is, depending on students’
understanding of the context. (A displacement camp is a temporary facility that houses displaced people who
were forced to leave their homes.) Provide them with the “Camp Life” activity <see Student Activity #2>
and ask them to quickly read through the list of items and rank their most critical needs from 1-10. The idea
behind the activity is that they have to make their decisions quickly, so only give them about 5 minutes to
decide on their rankings.

2. After students have completed the activity, briefly discuss as a class some of the top and bottom rankings
and reasons why those were chosen. Were there any items that were commonly agreed as most critical?
Have students think about what the impact on daily life would be if those top needs were not met.

Lesson: (10 minutes)

3. Remind students that displacement can be caused by natural disasters, such as earthquakes, hurricanes,
and typhoons, or by war or conflict. Ask students to consider, “How might the cause of displacement (natural
disaster vs. conflict) affect the response to displaced persons from the local government, national
government, or the international community?”

4. Instruct students to work in groups of three to four and discuss their responses to the question.
(approximately 5 minutes) Afterwards, ask each group to provide a quick (less than one minute) summary of
their ideas. (approximately 5 minutes)

Activity: (33 minutes)

5. Break students up into four groups and give each group a case study and a description of the role of local,
national, and international actors <see Student Activity #3>. Students should read and discuss the case
study as well as the role descriptions (for approximately 12 minutes), then record their responses to the
question prompts on a piece of chart paper or poster board (approximately 10 minutes).
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6. Chart Walk: After students have written their responses on the chart paper, ask them to hang them up on
the wall. Then, give each student three to four sticky notes and ask them to walk around the room looking at
the other groups’ work. They should write a question or comment on a sticky note for as many groups as
possible and put it on the wall near the chart paper. Have students write their initials on any
comments/questions they have if you would like to grade participation. (approximately 8 minutes)

7. End the lesson by getting students’ feedback from the activity (approximately 3 minutes): How did income
play a role in each of the scenarios? Did they feel like it was always necessary to reach out to the
international community? Why or why not?

Homework:

Have students fill out a Venn diagram comparing their group’s case study with one of the other groups that they
reviewed during the chart walk <see Student Activity #4>. You may want to prepare extra case studies for students
to take home to help them complete the Venn Diagram.



Themed Toolkit:
. CONCERN
QGOI"Q EAOI;! Displacement o‘"“”!‘;’sﬁi‘i

Lesson 3 : Community Voices in Long Term Solutions

Objective(s):
A Students will be able to identify long term solutions for displacement.
A Students will be able to analyze and debate which long term solutions are the most appropriate for different
displaced populations.

Vocabulary: Reintegration, Resettlement
Materials needed:  Student Activity #5, Student Activity #6, GCC Displacement Guide
Time: 50 minutes

Introduction: (10 minutes)

1. Have students recall the three long term solutions for displaced populations: returning home, local integration,
and resettlement. Instruct students to work in partners to brainstorm specific benefits and challenges for each
solution <see Activity #5>. You may want to provide the GCC Displacement: Focus on the Democratic
Republic of the Congo Guide as a resource before or after the activity (page 5: “What are some solutions to
displacement?), depending on the level of your students.

2. Ask students to briefly share their answers and discuss any points that may have been missed.

Activity : (35 minutes)

3. Have students go back into their case study groups from Lesson 2, Activity #3. Sub-divide each group into
two smaller groups (there should be eight total groups). Provide each of the eight groups with a half sheet of
paper that explains their role and provides guiding questions <see Activity #6>. Instruct students to explore
and choose a solution—returning home, local integration, or resettlement—that they find the most appropriate
for the displaced population in their emergency, given their assigned role. They can use page 5 of the GCC
Displacement: Focus on the Democratic Republic of the Congo Guide to get ideas for arguments for
each of the possible solutions. When choosing a solution, ask them to think about which solution will most
likely work best for the role they represent and reasons why it is the best choice for their group. They must be
prepared to defend their position and give a 1-minute speech in a “Community Meeting”, where a class vote
will take place to determine the best solution for each emergency. (15 mins)

4. Community Meeting: Set up two desks and/or chairs in the front of the class for the speakers. The purpose of
the community meeting is to reflect a forum where stakeholder voices are heard and included in the decision-
making process. For each emergency (DRC, Syria, Haiti, Hurricane Katrina), ask a student from each assigned
role to give a 1-minute speech proposing their chosen solution for the emergency. After the speeches are
given, allow 1 minute for questions from the “community” or for rebuttal from each side. Then, take a class vote
to determine which solution most students think is best for the given case study. (20 mins)

Exit Ticket/Homework: (5 minutes)
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